Fall 2020

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FALL UPDATE
Despite all the uncertainty, Tyndale St-Georges is open and continues to provide services to the Little Burgundy community as we have done for the last 93 years. In previous generations, the education system was built around teaching
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, today, the essential skills for children are Reading, Time Management and Computer
Programming. As such, Tyndale St-Georges Community Centre is implementing three programs to ensure our children
are equipped for their future.
This fall Tyndale has implemented an RTI (Response to Intervention) model in our after-school curriculum with a Reading Specialist. Researchers have concluded that literacy is fundamental to academic success. RTI is a framework for
providing high-quality instruction and intervention matched to students’ individual needs. The goal of RTI is to prevent
academic and behavioural problems, improve literacy and assist in identifying students with speciﬁc learning needs, and
providing them the academic support that they need to overcome these issues.
We are happy to announce that this fall, the SMARTS Executive Function curriculum has been added to the High School
Perseverance Program to assist teens with prioritizing, goal setting, self-monitoring, time management, and learning to
ask for speciﬁc help when needed. The SMARTS Executive Function curriculum contains 30 evidence-based lessons
that help teens develop these skills and will be taught by our educators as part of the High School Program.
Lastly, this fall we are implementing Artiﬁcial Intelligence (AI) Programming for the After-School Programs, thanks to the
generous donors who participated in the 45K Matching Gift Campaign last fall. This program, with the support of an AI
consultant, will oﬀer Tyndale St-Georges Community Centre the opportunity to be a pioneer in AI education. In partnership with Kids Code Jeunesse, whose mission is to teach kids to code, create and communicate, the youth enrolled
in Tyndale St-Georges Community Centre’s AI program will be privileged in this regard, and ensure that they are not left
behind in the AI revolution.

Laptops on Loan

We are deeply grateful to the MAR-KIN Foundation for their generous donation which launched the Tyndale
St-Georges Community Centre’s Laptops On Loan program. As we witnessed during the pandemic lockdown last spring,
some Tyndale youths were not able to participate in virtual learning
opportunities. The purpose of this program is to provide those children who require access to virtual learning, the equipment they need
through the Laptops on Loan initiative. As a community organization,
we must support our youths to ensure they are not left behind technologically, and they reach their full potential. These computers will
ensure our Tyndale children stay engaged in this new virtual learning
arena and they succeed academically. For more information regarding
the program, contact Darnell Jones, Director of Children, Youth and
Families Department, (darnelljones@tyndalestgeorges.com).
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RECAP OF SUMMER 2020 AT
TYNDALE ST-GEORGES COMMUNITY CENTRE

Covid-19 came with many challenges this summer, but that did not stop us from oﬀering programs to the residents of
Little Burgundy. The Early Childhood Department hosted 4 playgroups on a weekly basis at the Oscar Peterson Park.
Each family was able to participate in two sessions a week. Activities included sing along, story time, and play time. The
Children, Youth and Families Department organized summer camp with smaller group sizes than usual. By implementing
weekly rotations, registered children were able to beneﬁt from at least one week in the program. In total, 25 families
participated. The children socialized, baked, made crafts and participated in a reading challenge.
The ‘Nutrition for Neighbours’ initiative launched two years ago by the Youth Co-op program, delivered $5000 worth of
groceries to 20 families living in low-income housing in the Little Burgundy this summer. This program responds to the
most pressing issues in the community and encourages registered teens to foster positive interactions in the community, give back and learn entrepreneurial skills.
Due to the closure of Montreal Libraries this summer, our beloved Tyndale St-Georges Children’s Library remained
closed to visitors. However, our librarian moved activities to the Jesse-Maxwell Park every afternoon for games, crafts
and stories. From June 29 to August 12 our librarian also travelled to diﬀerent parks around the community and read to
the children and their parents.
The Adult Development Department remained closed to the public, all summer,
because of the pandemic restrictions. The Adult Centre was reopened with the new
health measures in place on September 8th for the Pre-Employability Program. This
program provides adults 18+ the tools and skills necessary to join the workforce for
the ﬁrst time, or to return after time away.
Gratitude Report

We are profoundly thankful to all the donors
who renewed their support during the last 6
months, despite the lockdown and the uncertainty.
You made it possible for Tyndale St-Georges to pivot
and re-engineer its programs to virtual platforms. So
many of you made very generous donations even
before being asked, and we can’t thank you enough.
We look forward to providing you more details and
acknowledging your generous support in the Annual
Report due to be published in late November.

Ça va bien aller!

We have some exciting news!
Tyndale St-Georges Community Centre is working on
its new website to be launched by the end of the year.
Online registrations to our programs and activities will
be available as of the new year.
Keep an eye out for the new www.tyndalestgeorges.com

Follow us @tyndalestgeorge

